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October 27, 2009

Welcome to a special edition of my email update. I'm writing to
provide you a brief summary of my fact-finding mission to
Afghanistan. As a new U.S. senator and a member of the Senate
Armed Services Committee, I wanted to see first hand the situation
on the ground and talk with our military leaders in the field to learn
what is needed to win the war in Afghanistan.

Visiting Our Armed Forces in Afghanistan

Last Thursday, I traveled with fellow senators Richard Burr (R-NC) and
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) from Washington, DC to Dubai. Then, we
boarded a military transport bound for Kabul, Afghanistan. There, I met
with our troops including service men and women from Florida, talked
with General Stanley McChrystal and other U.S. military officials, and
met with Afghan officials. 

General McChrystal's plan is based on a two-pronged approach: A
counter-terrorism and a counter-insurgency strategy. While U.S. troops
will continue to seek out and eradicate terrorists and enemy combatants,
U.S. and Afghan forces will also stabilize Afghan communities,
preventing al Qaeda, the Taliban, and other terrorist networks from
regaining a foothold.

As many terrorists as we kill, more emerge to replace them. If we
continue our practice of going into an area, eliminating the enemy, and
leaving, the Taliban will continu! e to terrorize tribal leaders and Afghan
citizens reasserting authority and control in our absence. General
McChrystal's plan to rout the enemy while implementing a vigorous
counter-insurgency strategy offers the best approach, in my opinion, to
achieve positive results in Afghanistan. 
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achieve positive results in Afghanistan. 

This war is critical to U.S. national security. Winning in Afghanistan
denies al Qaeda and other terrorist groups a place to hide and train.
Now is the time to commit the manpower and resources we need to win. 

As I wrote in a letter to President Obama, over the past several years the
war in Afghanistan has evolved, and our strategy must evolve with it.
Afghanistan and Pakistan are clearly the central fronts in this war. It is
my assessment that pursuing a counter-terrorism strategy, coupled with
a vigorous counter-insurgency strategy, is required to achieve positive
results. 

Several national networks have asked about my impressions from
Afghanistan. You can! view those interviews by clicking on the videos
below.!
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